r S STATES-ITEM 


Court Denies, Jj 
Rehearing for , 
7 Klansmen : 

•nie U.S. Fifth Circuit Court \ 
of Appeals has denied a rehear- f 
tag to seven Ku Klux Klansmen , 
convicted of conspiracy in the 
1964 killing of three civil rights . 
workers at Philadelphia, Miss, j 
The court denied a petition j 
from the seven for a new hear- , 
tag, thus upholding the court’s , 
finding on July 18 that the ac- 
cused had “a trial conducted j 
fairly and impartially.’* 

In the July 18 ruling, the ‘ 
court ruled, “Specifically, we 
find ample proof of conspiracy j 
and each appellant’s complicity l 
in a calculated, cold-blooded i 
and merciless plot to murder j 
the three men.” 

Michael Schwernerand 1 
Andy Goodman, both white New ] 
Yorkers, and James Chaney, a . 
Meridian, Miss., Negro, were } 
slain in 1964. The Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation said it was < 
a Ku Klux Klan plot. 

A jury in Meridian convict- j 
ed seven of 18 men indicted and j 
charged with violating the civil 
rights of the three. No state • 
charges have been filed in the . 
case. 

The seven convicted men 
are Billy Wayne Posey, Cecil 
Ray Price, Horace Doyle Bar- 
nette, Jimmy Snowden, Jimmy 
Arledge, Alton Wayne Roberts 
and Sam Holloway Bowers Jr. 
The FBI described Bowers as 
the No. 1 man in the White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Attorneys for the seven had 
requested rehearing of the 
hearing that led to the July 18 
decision. ; 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver once said his agency spent 
$750,000 investigating the killing 
which attracted worldwide at- 
tention and was a factor in the 
eventual passage of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. 


